N

QP -
[

equinor

Sheringham Shoal and Dudgeon Offshore
Wind Farm Extension Projects

Draft Statement of Common Ground with National
Highways (Revision D)

Page 1 of 19

Classification: Open Status: Draft ]



.

-

equinor %

Title:

Sheringham Shoal and Dudgeon Offshore Wind Farm Extension Projects
Draft Statement of Common Ground with National Highways (Revision D)

PINS Document no.:
12.22

Document no.:
C282-RH-Z-GA-00219

Revision:

D

Date: Classification
July 2023 Draft

Prepared by:

Royal HaskoningDHV

Approved by: Date:

Sheery Atkins, Equinor July 2023

Page 2 of 19

Classification: Open Status: Draft [



Ny

-

: <>
equinor %
Draft Statement of Common Ground with Doc. No. C282-RH-Z-GA-00219 12.22
National Highways Rev. D

Table of Contents

1 L aN o Yo [0 Tox {10 o J SRR 7
1.1 2= 1o (o | (o] 0] oo [P PO PP P PP PP PPPPPRN 7
1.2 Consultation with National HIGhWaYS ...........uuiiiiiie e e e e e e e e 7
1.3 Summary of ‘Agreed’, ‘Not Agreed’ and ‘In Discussion’ Matters ..........ccccccoiiiiiiiiiiiie e 8
2 Statement 0f COMMON GrOUNG .....uiiiiiiiiiiiiiiie e r e e e e s ettt e e e e e e s e ababeeeeeaeeesaannnreees 8
2.1 LI L1102V T IR V= 11 oL o SO PPERRR 9
3 SHGMALUIES ...ttt ettt ettt oottt e ookt e o4k bt e a4k b e et o4k b et e e e kbbbt e s bbbt e e s bbbt e e e nn e e e s annnee s 18
S =] =] Yo ST TP PR 19

Table of Tables

Table 1: Topics included in the Draft SOCG .......ccooiiiiiiic s 7
Table 2: POSITION STATUS KBY ... ..eiiiiiiiiieiiieie ettt ettt et e e e st e e e e e sabb e e e e sbb e e e e ebbeeeeanbneeeeanes 8
Table 3: Summary of consultation with National Highways regarding traffic and transport ..............ccccoeeeeennn. 9
Table 4: Topics agreed, in discussion or not agreed in relation to traffic and transport............ccoceeviiiiiiiiiennn. 11

Page 3 of 19

Classification: Open Status: Draft [



Ny

equinor %~

Draft Statement of Common Ground with Doc. No. C282-RH-Z-GA-00219 12.22
National Highways Rev. D
Glossary of Acronyms

CIA Cumulative Impact Assessment

DCO Development Consent Order

DEL Dudgeon Extension Limited

DEP Dudgeon Offshore Wind Farm Extension Project

EIA Environmental Impact Assessment

EPP Evidence Plan Process

ES Environmental Statement

ESTTC Environmental Statement Traffic and Transport Chapter

ETG Expert Topic Group

NH National Highways

LRN Local Road Network

MW Megawatts

NPPF National Planning Policy Framework

NPS National Policy Statement

NSIP Nationally Significant Infrastructure Project

OWF Offshore Wind Farm

PEIR Preliminary Environmental Information Report

SEL Scira Extension Limited

SEP Sheringham Offshore Wind Farm Extension Project

SoS Secretary of State

SOwW Sheringham Shoal Offshore Wind Farm

SRN Strategic Road Network

UK United Kingdom
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Glossary of Terms

Order Limits

The area subject to the application for development
consent, including all permanent and temporary
works for SEP and DEP.

Dudgeon Offshore Wind Farm
Extension Project (DEP)

The Dudgeon Offshore Wind Farm Extension
onshore and offshore sites including all onshore
and offshore infrastructure.

DEP onshore site

The Dudgeon Offshore Wind Farm Extension
onshore area consisting of the DEP onshore
substation site, onshore cable corridor, construction
compounds, temporary working areas and onshore
landfall area.

DEP wind farm site

The offshore area of DEP within which wind
turbines, infield cables and offshore substation
platform/s will be located and the adjacent Offshore
Temporary Works Area. This is also the collective
term for the DEP North and South array areas.

Evidence Plan Process (EPP)

A voluntary consultation process with specialist
stakeholders to agree the approach, and
information to support, the EIA and HRA for certain
topics.

Expert Topic Group (ETG)

A forum for targeted engagement with regulators
and interested stakeholders through the EPP.

Horizontal directional drilling
(HDD) zones

The areas within the onshore cable route which
would house HDD entry or exit points.

Landfall

The point at the coastline at which the offshore
export cables are brought onshore, connecting to
the onshore cables at the transition joint bay above
mean high water

Onshore cable corridor

The area between the landfall and the onshore
substation sites, within which the onshore cable
circuits will be installed along with other temporary
works for construction.

Onshore export cables

The cables which would bring electricity from the
landfall to the onshore substation. 220 — 230kV.

Onshore Substation

Compound containing electrical equipment to
enable connection to the National Grid.
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Sheringham Shoal Offshore
Wind Farm Extension Project
(SEP)

The Sheringham Shoal Offshore Wind Farm
Extension onshore and offshore sites including all
onshore and offshore infrastructure.

SEP onshore site

The Sheringham Shoal Wind Farm Extension
onshore area consisting of the SEP onshore
substation site, onshore cable corridor, construction
compounds, temporary working areas and onshore
landfall area.

Study area

Area where potential impacts from the project could
occur, as defined for each individual Environmental
Impact Assessment (EIA) topic.

The Applicant

Equinor New Energy Limited. As the owners of SEP
and DEP, Scira Extension Limited and Dudgeon
Extension Limited are the named undertakers that
have the benefit of the DCO. References in this
document to obligations on, or commitments by,
‘the Applicant’ are given on behalf of SEL and DEL
as the undertakers of SEP and DEP.
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4.

Introduction

Background

This draft Statement of Common Ground (SoCG) has been prepared by Equinor
New Energy Limited (the Applicant) and National Highways. It identifies areas of the
Sheringham Shoal Offshore Wind Farm Extension Project (SEP) and Dudgeon
Offshore Wind Farm Extension Project (DEP) Development Consent Order (DCO)
application (the Application) where matters are agreed, not agreed or that remain
under discussion between the parties.

The Applicant has had regard to the Planning Act 2008: Guidance for the
examination of applications for development consent (Department for Communities
and Local Government, 2015) when compiling this draft SoCG.

This draft SOCG has been structured to reflect topics of the Application which are of
interest to National Highways. The applicable matters considered within this draft
SoCG apply to National Highways statutory remit.

Table 1Fable-1 presents the topics included in the draft SoCG with the Applicant
and National Highways.

Table 1: Topics included in the Draft SoCG

Topic/Chapter DCO Document Reference  Part of the Evidence Plan Process (EPP)
(Yes/No)
Traffic and Transport APP-110 Yes
5. Further detail of those topics included in the Evidence Plan Process (EPP) can be

10.

found in the Consultation Report Appendix 1 (Evidence Plan) [APP-030]. Details
of the consultation undertaken on those topics not included in the EPP are set out
in the corresponding chapters of the Environmental Statement (ES).

Topic specific matters agreed, not agreed and matters that remain under discussion
between the Applicant and National Highways are included within this draft SoCG.
Matters that are not yet agreed will be the subject of ongoing discussion between
the Applicant and National Highways to reach agreement on each matter wherever
possible or refine the extent of disagreement between parties.

Throughout the draft SOCG the phrase “Agreed” identifies any point of agreement
between the Applicant and National Highways. The phrase “Not Agreed” identifies
any point that is not agreed between the Applicant and National Highways.

Consultation with National Highways

The Applicant has engaged with National Highways on the project during the pre-
Application process, both in terms of informal non-statutory engagement and formal
consultation carried out pursuant to Section 42 of the Planning Act 2008.

During formal (Section 42) consultation, National Highways provided comments on
the Preliminary Environmental Information Report (PEIR) by way of a letter dated
3" June 2021.

Further to the statutory Section 42 consultation, four meetings were held with
National Highways through the EPP. These are detailed throughout the SoCG and
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minutes of the meetings are provided as Appendices to the Consultation Report
Appendix 1 [APP-030].

11. In its relevant representation [RR-060], National Highways has identified that
Compulsory Powers are sought in relation to land forming part of the Strategic Road
Network (SRN) (the A47 and Al1l).

12. National Highways has also identified that these powers have the potential to impact
the A47 North Tuddenham to Easton and A47-A11 Thickthorn Junction schemes.
13. National Highways instructed AECOM to review the relevant documents within the

Examination Library for matters, including the above, in terms of potential impacts
of the scheme on the SRN.

14. The Applicant is therefore actively engaging and negotiating with National Highways
with regards to including suitable protective provisions within the DCO.

1.3 Summary of ‘Agreed’, ‘Not Agreed’ and ‘In Discussion’ Matters

15. In order to easily identify whether a matter is ‘agreed’, ‘not agreed’ or ‘in discussion’,
the position status colour coding system set out in Table 2Fable-2 is used in the
SoCG.

16. Details on specific topics that are ‘agreed’, ‘not agreed’ or ‘in discussion’ between

the Applicant and National Highways are presented in Table 4Fable4.
Table 2: Position status key

Position Status Position Colour Coding

Agreed Agreed
The matter is considered to be agreed between the parties.

Not Agreed — no material impact Not Agreed — no material impact

The matter is not agreed between the parties; however, the
outcome of the approach taken by either the Applicant or
National Highways is not considered to result in a material
impact to the assessment conclusions and the matter is
considered to be closed for the purposes of this SoCG.
Discussions on these matters have concluded.

Not Agreed — material impact

The matter is not agreed between the parties and the outcome
of the approach taken by either the Applicant or National
Highways is considered to result in a materially different impact
to the assessment conclusions. Discussions on these matters
have concluded.

In discussion In discussion

The matter is neither ‘agreed’ nor ‘not agreed’ and is a matter
where further discussion is required between the parties (e.qg.
where documents are yet to be shared with National Highways).

2 Statement of Common Ground

17. A summary of the consultation undertaken to date with National Highways and the
matters agreed or not agreed (based on discussions and information exchanged
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between the Applicant and National Highways during the pre-application phase of
the Application) are set out below for each of the draft SoCG topic areas.
2.1 Traffic and Transport

Table 3: Summary of consultation with National Highways regarding traffic and transport
Date ‘ Contact Type ‘ Topic

Pre-Application

23/03/2020 ETG meeting 1 The following topics were discussed during the ETG
meeting 1:

e The scope of the Transport Method Statement;
e The proposed impact assessment methodology;
e The approach to deriving construction traffic;

e The approach to distribution of HGV and employee
construction traffic;

e No requirement for a separate Travel Plan (to be
incorporated in the Construction Traffic
Management Plan) and Requirement for a stand-
alone Transport Assessment; and

e The approach to deriving future baseline traffic
flows.

18/09/2020 ETG meeting 2 The following topics were discussed during the ETG
meeting 2:

e Confirmation of ETG meeting 1 agreements;
e The findings of the baseline data collection;
e The approach to the distribution of HGV traffic; and

e The approach to considering operational and
decommissioning phase impacts

03/06/2021 Section 42 National Highways response to section 42 consultation on
Consultation PEIR. Appendix 4 of the Consultation Report (APP-033).
13/07/2021 ETG meeting 3 The following topics were discussed during the ETG
meeting 3:

¢ Confirmation of ETG meeting 1 and 2 agreements;
e The extent of the Traffic and Transport Study Area;
e The scope of the Transport Assessment;

e The validity of the baseline traffic flows;

e Driver delay, capacity, assessment methodology;

e Impacts assessment findings;

e Outline access designs;

e Cumulative impacts.

31/03/2022 ETG meeting 4 National Highways did not attend ETG 4 (Norfolk County
Council only)
05/04/2022 ETG meeting 5 The following topics were discussed during the ETG
meeting 5:
Page 9 of 19
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Date ‘ Contact Type ‘ Topic

e Confirmation of ETG meeting 1, 2 and 3
agreements;

e The baseline data; and
e Driver delay.

Post-Application

11/01/2023 Meeting A meeting to discuss the proposed approach to
engagement following submission of the DCO.

16/03/2023 Meeting A meeting to discuss emerging issues following National
Highways review of the DCO documents.

18/04/2023 Meeting A meeting to discuss the Applicant’s response to emerging
issues identified by National Highways and any new areas
of agreement.

20/04/2023 Meeting A meeting to discuss to discuss interactions between SEP
and DEP and the Road Investment Strategy (RIS)
Schemes.

06/06/2023 Meeting A meeting to discuss the Applicant’s response to emerging

issues identified by National Highways and any new areas
of agreement.

29/06/2023 Meeting A meeting to discuss updates to the SoCG.

05/07/2023 Meeting A meeting to discuss updates to the SoCG.
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Table 4: Topics agreed, in discussion or not agreed in relation to traffic and transport
ID | The Applicant Position

National Highways Position

equinor %
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Position Summary

EIA — Policy and Planning

Traffic and Transport [APP-110] is appropriate for the
assessment.

and Transport Study Area (TTSA) and that this is confirmed
following review of the ESTTC.

1 | All relevant plans and policies have been identified in Section National Highways is content that all relevant policies have Agreed
24.4 of ES Chapter 24 Traffic and Transport [APP-110] and been considered and appropriately considered in the
these have been appropriately considered in the assessment. assessment. The only exception being the omission of the
recently adopted DfT Circular 01/2022, but this is
understandable as this was adopted after the completion of the
Environmental Statement Traffic and Transport Chapter
(ESTTC) and National Highways do not foresee the publication
of this document requiring a material change to the approach
adopted.
EIA — Baseline Environment
2 | The ES adequately characterises the baseline environment in National Highways considers that the ESTTC adequately Agreed
terms of traffic and transport as detailed in Section 21.5 of ES characterises the baseline environment in terms of traffic and
Chapter 24 Traffic and Transport [APP-110]. transport in relation to the SRN (Strategic Road Network).
3 | Sufficient survey data (extent/duration) has been collected to Agreed following review of ESTTC and TA (Transport Agreed
inform the characterisation of the baseline environment and the | Assessment) that sufficient data has been collected.
assessment as presented within ES Chapter 24 Traffic and
Transport [APP-110].
4 | Neutral daily traffic flows and road safety data deemed Agreed at ETG meeting 2 (18/09/2020). Agreed following Agreed
appropriate to inform baseline situation. review of ESTTC and TA that data presented is neutral.
5 | 2025 is considered appropriate as a base year for the Agreed at ETG meeting 2 (18/09/2020) to consider 2025 as a Agreed
assessment. base year for the purposes of the EIA.
6 | Baseline data (junctions). Agreed following review of ESTTC and TA that the baseline in | Agreed
terms of the SRN has been established.
EIA — Assessment Methodology
7 | The study area identified in Section 24.3 of ES Chapter 24 Agreed at ETG meeting 3 (13/07/2021) the extent of the Traffic | Agreed

Classification: Open

Status: Draft
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The Applicant Position

National Highways Paosition

Position Summary

Highways on this matter. National Highways has completed its

8 | The approach to scoping out assessment of SEP and DEP Agreed at ETG meeting 2 (18/09/2020) that operational and Agreed
traffic and transport operational and decommissioning impacts decommissioning impacts can be scoped out of the EIA and
is acceptable. confirmed following review of the ESTTC.

9 | Scoping out the in-combination assessment of SEP and DEP Agreed at ETG meeting 1 (23/03/2020) that the approach Agreed
traffic and transport impacts associated with the vehicle assessment of traffic movements to the base port can be
movements for the offshore phases via the base port is scoped out of the EIA.
acceptable.

10 | The impact assessment methodologies used for the National Highways agree that impact assessment Agreed
assessment presented in Section 24.4 of ES Chapter 24 Traffic | methodologies used for the assessment presented in Section
and Transport [APP-110], represent an appropriate approach to | 24.4 of ES Chapter 24 Traffic and Transport [APP-110],
assessing potential impacts. represent an appropriate approach to assessing potential

impacts.

11 | The assessment of impacts presented are consistent with the National Highways agree that assessment of impacts Agreed
agreed assessment methodologies, as detailed in Section 24.6 presented are consistent with the agreed assessment
and 24.4 respectively of ES Chapter 24 Traffic and Transport methodologies, as detailed in Section 24.6 and 24.4
[APP-110]. respectively of ES Chapter 24 Traffic and Transport [APP-110].

12 | Section 24.6 of the ES Chapter 24 Traffic and Transport [APP- Agreed at ETG meeting 1 (23/03/2020) the impacts that should | Agreed
110] represents a comprehensive list of the potential impacts. be assessed.

13 | The assessment adequately defines the realistic worst-case Agreed following review of ESTTC that the assessments, Agreed
scenario for traffic demand. The worst-case scenario is detailed | covering construction in isolation and concurrently, are defined
in Table 24.2 of ES Chapter Traffic and Transport [APP-110]. and accepted as worst-case scenarios.

14 | The approach to the distribution of HGV traffic is acceptable. National Highways agree that the distribution of HGV traffic is Agreed

acceptable.

15 | The approach to the distribution of employee traffic is National Highways agree that the distribution of employee Agreed
acceptable. traffic is acceptable.

16 | Driver delay, capacity, assessment methodology. The Applicant has provided further clarification to National Agreed

Classification: Open

Status: Draft
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ID

The Applicant Position

National Highways Paosition

review of this material and is content with the methodology
adopted.

Position Summary

EIA — Project-Alone Assessment Conclusions

24.6 of ES Chapter 24 Traffic and Transport [APP-110] during
construction are non-significant in EIA terms assuming the
inclusion of the proposed mitigation.

abnormal load routes and confirms that (based upon the status
of the current highway asset) the proposed route is passable.
National Highways note that:

e Scarning Bridge (Structure Key 7650) analysis
indicates that the structure is adequate for the
abnormal load.

17 | Residual driver delay (capacity) impacts as presented in Section | The Applicant has provided further clarification to National Agreed
24.6 of ES Chapter 24 Traffic and Transport [APP-110] during Highways on this matter. National Highways has completed its
construction are not-significant in EIA terms assuming the review of this material and is content with results of the
inclusion of the proposed mitigation. updated models.

18 | Residual severance, amenity and pedestrian delay impacts as Agreed at ETG meeting 3 (13/07/2021) that these impacts are Agreed
presented in Section 24.6 of ES Chapter 24 Traffic and not likely to be significant on the Strategic Road Network.

Transport [APP-110] during construction are not-significant in
EIA terms assuming the inclusion of the proposed mitigation.

19 | Residual road safety impacts as presented in Section 24.6 of National Highways agree residual road safety impacts as Agreed
ES Chapter 24 Traffic and Transport [APP-110] during presented in Section 24.6 of ES Chapter 24 Traffic and
construction are not-significant in EIA terms assuming the Transport [APP-110] during construction are not-significant in
inclusion of the proposed mitigation. EIA terms with the inclusion of the proposed mitigation.

20 | Residual driver delay (road closures) impacts as presented in Agreed at ETG 5 meeting (05/04/2022) that there would be no | Agreed
Section 24.6 of ES Chapter 24 Traffic and Transport [APP-110] | impact upon the Strategic Road Network.
during construction are not-significant in EIA terms assuming
the inclusion of the proposed mitigation.

21 | Residual impacts driver delay (highway constraints), as Agreed at ETG 5 meeting (05/04/2022) that there would be no | Agreed
presented in Section 24.6 of ES Chapter 24 Traffic and impact upon the Strategic Road Network.

Transport [APP-110] during construction are non-significant in
EIA terms assuming the inclusion of the proposed mitigation.
22 | Residual impacts abnormal loads —, as presented in Section National Highways’ consultant has completed its review of Agreed

Classification: Open
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ID

The Applicant Position

National Highways Paosition

e West Bilney No 1 Culvert (Structure Key 1291 and

extension 1292): Analysis recommends that the load
is moved away from the damaged wall (for example,
onto the opposite (westbound) lane). The load
distribution measures such as plating over the
carriageway being used to help spread the load away
from the head wall; so that the load distribution
remains within the undamaged part of the overall
structure. This approach is assumed to be the easiest
method to facilitate the movement and remove with
minimal disruption, before and after the passage of the
Special Order (SO) vehicle.

It has been agreed between the parties that abnormal load
movements can be addressed post consent through the
development of the CTMP and established ESDAL processes
(Electronic Service Delivery for Abnormal Loads). Engagement
will also be required with the A47 scheme major project teams
to proactively understand risks to abnormal load movements
and not solely rely on the ESDAL process.

Position Summary

23 | The outline design for an access off the A47 is appropriate, as National Highways agree that the outline design for an access | Agreed
presented in Annex 30 of the Transport Assessment [APP-268 off the A47 (ACC47) is appropriate subject to Stage 1 and 2
and APP-269] Road Safety Audits being carried out post consent. Please
note that this access is only usable until the A47 Tuddenham
scheme starts construction, or if the A47 Scheme does not go
ahead.
EIA — Cumulative Impact Assessment (CIA) Conclusions
24 | Cumulative impacts assessment with other windfarms, as National Highways agree that the cumulative impacts Agreed

presented in Section 24.7 of ES Chapter 24 Traffic and
Transport [APP-110], is appropriate based on currently
available information and proposed mitigation, impacts are not
significant in EIA terms.

assessment with other windfarms, in relation to effects on
traffic along the SRN, as presented in Section 24.7 of ES
Chapter 24 Traffic and Transport [APP-110], is appropriate
based on currently available information and proposed
mitigation, impacts are not significant in EIA terms.

Classification: Open

Status: Draft
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The Applicant Position

National Highways Paosition

Position Summary

and that detailed access designs can be developed and agreed
with National Highways prior to the start of construction,
secured under Requirement 16 of the draft DCO [AS-009].

access ACCA47 is appropriate, subject to Stage 1 and 2 Road
Safety Audits to be carried out post consent, and that detailed
designs can be developed and agreed with National Highways

25 | Cumulative impacts assessment with highway schemes, as National Highways agree that the cumulative impacts Agreed
presented in Section 24.7.3 of ES Chapter 24 Traffic and assessment with highway schemes, as presented in Section
Transport [APP-110], is appropriate based on currently 24.7.3 of ES Chapter 24 Traffic and Transport [APP-110], is
available information and proposed mitigation, impacts are not appropriate based on currently available information and
significant in EIA terms. proposed mitigation, impacts are not significant in EIA terms. It
should be noted that the assessment assumes a worst case
scenario in which the A47 Tuddenham Scheme is not open to
traffic.
26 | Cumulative impacts assessment on with other schemes, as National Highways agree that the cumulative impacts Agreed
presented in Section 24.7 of ES Chapter 24 Traffic and assessment with other schemes in relation to effects on traffic
Transport [APP-110], is appropriate based on currently available | along the SRN, as presented in Section 24.7 of ES Chapter 24
information and proposed mitigation, impacts are not significant | Traffic and Transport [APP-110], is appropriate based on
in EIA terms. currently available information and proposed mitigation,
impacts are not significant in EIA terms.
Draft DCO / Outline Management Plans / Mitigation and Monitoring
27 | Schedule 2, Part 1, Requirement 15 (Traffic and Transport) National Highways’ agrees that wording of Schedule 2, Part 1, Agreed
which requires the submission and approval of a traffic Requirement 15 (Traffic and Transport) is appropriate.
management plan (to be in accordance with the Outline
Construction Traffic Management Plan (APP-301) of the draft
DCO [AS-009] is appropriate.
28 | The mitigation measures within the Outline Construction Traffic National Highways have concluded their review of the Agreed
Management Plan (OCTMP) (Revision D) [REP5-027] are clarification materials on driver delay and confirm their agreed
adequate and appropriate to mitigate likely significant impacts that the mitigation measures within the Outline Construction
identified in the ES Chapter 24 Traffic and Transport [APP-110]. | Traffic Management Plan (OCTMP) [REP5-027] are adequate
and appropriate to mitigate likely significant impacts identified
in the ES Chapter 24 Traffic and Transport [APP-110] for all
impacts.
29 | The access concept design for access ACC47 is appropriate National Highways agree that the access concept design for Agreed

Classification: Open
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ID

The Applicant Position

National Highways Paosition

prior to the start of construction, secured under Requirement

16 of the draft DCO.

Position Summary

30

The monitoring procedures set out in the OCTMP (Revision D)
[document reference 9.16] are appropriate.

National Highways requested further amendments to the
OCTMP to include a monitoring group that is set up and
chaired by the Applicant which will consider whether the CTMP
is being carried out and working. The Applicant and National
Highways have agreed at a meeting on the (06/06/2023) that
the Monitoring Group will include a review of the outputs of the
Monitoring Report and discuss any remedial measures. These
amendments are captured within Revision D of the OCTMP at
Deadline 5 [REP5-027]. National Highways are content with
the amendments.

Agreed

Protective Provisions / Cooperation Agreement

31

A set of protective provisions is included for National Highways
at Part 14, Schedule 14 of the draft DCO although agreement
on the precise drafting of those provisions has not yet been
reached. The Applicant is however continuing to seek to agree
Protective Provisions with National Highways and discussions
on the protective provisions will continue post examination if
necessary.

Discussions are ongoing between National Highways legal
counsel and the Applicant’s legal counsel. National Highways
now have standard Protective Provisions which will apply to all
DCOs that impact the Strategic Road Network going forward.
National Highways as the strategic highways company
appointed by the Secretary of State for Transport pursuant to
the Infrastructure Act 2015 and regulated by the Office of Road
and Rail, National Highways’ primary responsibility is the safety
of the travelling public and maintaining the integrity and
security of the strategic road network.

In Discussion

32

The Applicant and National Highways agree to enter into a
Cooperation Agreement to cover access arrangements,
programming of works, lines of communication, engineering
works where relevant (e.g. infrastructure under the A47),
ecological mitigation and road closures.

This is agreed in principle and discussions remain ongoing as
at 10 July 2023. Matters were raised at a meeting on
20/04/2023 with National Highways Major Projects team
include:

e Permanent land ownership and rights changes;
e Construction work access;

e Scheme design and utility infrastructure interactions;
and

In Discussion

Classification: Open
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ID The Applicant Position National Highways Position Position Summary

e A47 and Local Road Network.

Detailed Heads of Terms for the proposed Co-operation
Agreement have been issued to National Highways with initial
discussions on those Heads of Terms taking place at the
meeting on 6/06/2023. National Highways have instructed
their solicitors to prepare a draft Co-operation agreement to
send to the Applicant and this is in progress but given the
closure of examination on 17 July 2023 a side agreement may
now be required.
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3 Signatures

18. The above draft Statement of Common Ground is agreed between Equinor New

Energy Limited and National Highways on the day specified below.

Signed:

Print Name:

Job Title:

Date:

Duly authorised for and on behalf of the National Highways

Signed:

Print Name:

Job Title:

Date:

Duly authorised for and on behalf of Equinor New Energy Limited
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